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HOW TO SUPPORT SEG

Our History
The Social Entrepreneurs of Grinnell
(SEG) is a 501(c)(3) microfinance nonprofit
located in Grinnell, Iowa, that seeks to
empower individuals through microloans.
Microfinance is the provision of small loans to
individuals without adequate access to credit,
generally given for activities that generate
income or enhance financial stability. It is a
sustainable tool; each loan that is lent and
repaid can be used again for another individual
or group.
SEG was founded in April 2007 by a
group of Grinnell College students, initially
with the modest goal of introducing students
on campus to microlending via Kiva.org. The
group quickly moved to developing direct
partnerships with international microfinance
organizations, the first being “Centro
Promocional Cristiano” (CPCPV) in Nicaragua.
Growing larger, the group became a nonprofit, attaining 501(c)(3)-status in 2009.
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greater stability
through zerointerest loans. SEG has developed this project
from a couple of loans to a stronger, more
established and more sustainable program. In
the Fall of 2011, SEG founded the
Entrepreneurial Loans Project, which provides
resources to local entrepreneurs.
In Spring of 2015, SEG reorganized to become
a community-based volunteer organization
and continues to provide small zero-interest
loans to those who have an emergency need.

Jenn Latham started as Executive
Director in May 2015 and brings many years of
administrative experience to the position. She
In the Spring of 2010, SEG took on the is currently a seminarian with the Episcopal
Local Loans Project from the First Presbyterian Diocese of Iowa and will begin in a Master’s in
Church of Grinnell, IA to offer microloans in
Divinity program at Church Divinity School of
the greater Grinnell area. This was the
the Pacific in Berkeley, CA
beginning of Emergency Loans Project that

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Barb Baker, Derek Farnam, Kirsten Klepfer, Allen Ricks, Monty Roper.
volunteer Executive Director: Jennifer Latham

SEG seeks to strengthen the economic well-being of those who are impacted by
the forces of poverty, or who lack access to traditional financial institutions.
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2016 Emergency Loans Loans since 2014
Number of Loans: 13

Number: 79

Amount: $6260

Amount: $49,991

Range: $100 - 1,000

Range: $92 - $1731

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS
ý SEG awarded United Way Grant of $2000 for 2017
ý

ý

Grinnell College Community Partnership - Grinnell
College will support the work of SEG through the
Service Learning Student Worker program. A
student will be working with Executive Director
Jenn Latham this academic year. The student will
assist with marketing, social media, fundraising and
event planning among other things.
In September local churches that are members of
the Grinnell Ministerial Association are designating
one Sunday as SEG Sunday. All loose plate
offerings on that day will go to benefit SEG and its
Emergency Loan Program. If you would like to get
in on the action of supporting SEG, please send
your donation to PO Box 481, Grinnell, IA 50112 or
donate online at
http://www.segrinnell.org/donate/
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Seeking Donations and
Volunteers
SEG is actively seeking donations
to increase our ability to provide
microloans to those without
access to tradition financing
resources. If you would like to
donate please send your check
to:
SEG
P.O. Box 481 Grinnell, IA 50112
Or donate online:
http://www.segrinnell.org/
If you are interested in
volunteering with SEG, please
contact Jenn Latham:
call 914-512-7421
or by email:
grinnellmicrofinance@gmail.com

The Story Behind the Loan

his summer Terry called SEG to inquire about the loan program. She explained that
the water heater in the house where she rents to own had broken 6 months before.
The family had been heating water on the stove for cleaning while she tried to save money
and find other funds to replace the water heater. When she called SEG she had managed
to gather about half of the money needed to replace the unit but was still short. SEG was
able to provide a $500 loan to help Terry install a new hot water heater before the weather
turned cold this fall. The loan will be paid off gradually in manageable amounts and once
repaid, SEG will make a new loan to a person in need.

