
Seeking Donations 

and Volunteers 
   

SEG is actively seeking 

donations to increase our 

ability to provide microloans 

to those without access to 

tradition financing resources. 

If you would like to donate 

please send your check to: 

SEG 

P.O. Box 481 

Grinnell, IA 50112 

Or donate online 

If you are interested in 

volunteering with SEG, 

please contact Jenn Latham: 

call 914-512-7421  

or by email:  

grinnellmicrofinance@gmail.com 

SEG Reorganizes to Better Serve Grinnell  
The Board of Directors of The 

Social Entrepreneurs of 

Grinnell (S.E.G.) met on 

Saturday, January 31 for their 

first 2015 organizational 

meeting.  Elected chairperson 

of the board for the new year 

was Kirsten Klepfer.  Monty 

Roper was elected to the dual 

role of secretary and treasurer.  

Allen Ricks was elected to 

membership on the board, 

joining Derek Farnam, Kyle 

Walters, Klepfer and Roper as 

directors. 

S.E.G. is organized as a 

501(c)(3) non-profit agency 

whose purpose is to empower 

individuals in order to 

sustainably address the social 

and economic problems of 

poverty and lack of access to 

affordable loans.  S.E.G. 

started in 2007 as an informal, 

student-led organization at 

Grinnell College, and had 

initial success in raising funds 

for micro-loans in 

developing countries.  

While this initiative has 

continued through the 

years, a growing focus of 

S.E.G. has been offering 

affordable loans to 

entrepreneurs and micro-

loans to individuals who 

deal with the costs of 

lacking adequate resources.   

Seen as an alternative for 

those with no access to 

loans or to those who 

consider costly pay-day 

loans, S.E.G. seeks to work 

with borrowers to 

strengthen and energize 

their financial capacity.  

Since its inception, S.E.G. 

has loaned more than 

$ 50,000 in over 40 

countries, and has assisted 

more than 34 area 

individuals with loans 

totaling more than $ 18,000.   
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“…a growing focus of S.E.G. has been offering 

affordable loans to entrepreneurs and micro-

loans to individuals who deal with the costs of 

lacking adequate resources.” 
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 SEG seeks to strengthen the economic well-being of those who are impacted 

by the forces of poverty, or who lack access to traditional financial 

institutions. 
 

 

 

As S.E.G. has turned 

increasingly toward Grinnell, 

and as its portfolio has 

increased, the organization 

has recognized the need for 

greater administrative 

stability.  S.E.G. is excited to 

announce the volunteer 

Executive Director position 

has been filled by Jennifer 

Latham and that it is currently 

seeking skilled volunteers 

from the community to serve 

as operational members.  

These individuals will work 

with the Board of Directors 

and Executive Director to 

review, process, and manage 

loans, as well as to offer 

encouragement and support 

for loan recipients.  Anyone 

interested in learning more 

about the operational member 

role may speak with Klepfer 

or Latham. 

Applications for S.E.G. loans 

continue to be received, and 

are being processed on an 

ongoing basis.  The 

application procedure is 

outlined by request through 

the S.E.G. e-mail.  Tax 

deductible donations from 

individuals or community 

organizations are also invited, 

and may be directed to the 

S.E.G. post office box.  Further 

questions regarding loans or 

contributions may be directed 

to Klepfer at 707-853-0149.   

2015 Loans To Date 

Number: 9 loans 

Total Amount:$5860 

Range:$92-1200 

Average:$650 

Examples of purpose: 

car repair, rent deposit

 

The Stories Behind SEG  
Examples of loans that are making a difference. 

 

Two women wanted to take online courses to further their education, but they 

didn’t have computers in their home.  This meant going to the library to 

complete the classes, which was prohibitive for them.  SEG gave each one a 

loan for those computers and have been impressed with the faithfulness of 

their repayments.  

  

A man who had lived in one place for decades was forced to move out.  He 

was able to pay the rent at the new place, but didn’t have enough money to 

pay the deposit.  He was able to successfully move, and can now easily make 

his monthly payments to SEG. 
 


